SPEECH AT THE OPENING CEREMONY OF THE
INTERNATIONAL FORUM OF POST-EARTHQUAKE '_I_'OURISM RECOVERY,
RECONSTRUCTION, DEVELOPMENT AND REVITALIZATION

Mr. Wang Zhifa, Vice Director-general of the Nation Tourism Administration of China
" Sichuan, China
April 21, 2011

Distinguished Madarﬁ Huang Yanrong, Vice Governor of the Sichuan Provincial People’s
. Government,

Distinguished Mr. 'Zoltan Somogyi, Executive Director of the World Tourism Organization,
- Distinguished Mr. John Marian Koldowski, Vice Chief Executive Officer of the Pacific-Asia Travel
Association,

Distinguished Mr. Chen Min, Vice President of the Political Consultative Conference of Guizhou

Province,

And all leaders, guests, friends, ladies and gentlemen,

The 2011 Sichuan International Tourism Festival jointly held by the National Tourism
Administration of China and the Sichuan Provincial People’s Government announces its opening.
it is a great honor for us to have invited ail of you here to present the International Forum on
Post-earthquake Tourism Recovery, Reconstruction, Development, and Revitalization as 'witnéss
of the achievements made in the post-quake reconstruction in 'S'ichu,an and as paintef- of the
beautiful future of the tourism industry in Sichuan. | am convinced that, the success of the forum
will inspire the tourism revitalization and speed up the tourism grthh in Sichuan. Now, please
aflow me to celebrate the opening of the forum and welcome all guests here on behalf of the
National Tourism Administration of China. '

Over two years ago, the world-shaking earthquake 'happening in Wenchuan inflicted huge
damages to Sichuan but it also attracted attention of the world, the international society has given
us generous help and this shows the strength when people worldwide stand together despite of
the disaster.

The quake-hit areas used o be important ecological function area in China, where they were
more restricted by traditional industries and it takes not much to develop traditional agriculture. (jn
~ August 27, 2008, the General Plan of Post-Wenchuan-Earthquake Recovery and Reconstruction
was passed at the executive meeting of the State Council, which clearly set forth “considering
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